World War 1 


Murder of Duke Ferdinand and Wife in Sarajevo - Austrian heir to the throne 
German Ambition 

Under Chancellor Otto Van Bismarck 35 german states fused into one 
Young germany 

• Next 30 years 

• Major strides in industry, technology, education, overseas trade 

Population over 20 million while the population in france was going down 
Wilhem II 

• forced Otto to resign 

• assumed the mantle of warlord 

The mass of the populus -squalid existence (results of industrialisation) 

But these were not servile feudal masses anymore 

19 th Century Industrialisation, Education and the various steps to democracy had created an articulate 
but disgruntled industrial proletariate eager to set right the injustices of the status quo 

The spectre of socialism 

Even England - Insurrection - the campaign of home rule In Ireland 
No one seemed to wan t war in 1914 

August 1914, the diplomatic chessgame went wrong. All balances preserving peace fell apart 
Two Blocks 





The Kaiser 


■=> was undeniably the warmonger 

■=> Started building military weapons 

■=> Germany became known for its military power 

Europe was gripped by war hysteria. Whole townships, universities etc. enrolled 

BRITAIN - The royal family changed their Germanic names 

Saxe Cobergother Windsor 

Battenberg Mountbatten 

Popular zeal 

But the flipside of the zeal: 

■=> hatred for the Kaiser "Bill the Bully" 

■=> outrage 

■=> hatred for anyone with a foreign sounding name 

BRITISH 

Role of propaganda as a weapon took an importance as never before 

Development of mass daily newspaper gave propagandists a perfect vehicle for sensationalized, rarely 
truthful message image of enemy as monster. This message was easily absorbed by the war-thirsty 
public. 

Economic use of truth when it came back to harsh realities 

The sinking of the Lucertania, brought neutral America into the war 

Press - exulted insignificant details like the romanticized dog-fights of the red baron. The plane was 
merely an instrument of recognizance not yet of combat. 

Mediterranean war 

As 1916 opened the last troops were evacuated from the Galipoli 


■=> Winston Churchill 



Enthusiasm => dead 


Civilian populations felt the war draw nearer 
■=> Inflation 

■=> Black market flourished 
■=> Germany (blocade) starved 

In Britain the rich could still afford to play 

In every country cracks began to appear in the shaking social groups which in 1914 had merely papered 
over the fissures of enmity between power elite and clarion voices of social reform 

Sporadic bread notes, strikes against conscription 

Unity, cohesion vanished -> Russian walked away 

1916 Meanwhile the USA was flourishing 

■=> Supplied Allied needs 

■=> President Wilson played peacemaker 

In vain 

Lloyd George, Lusendorff Hindenberg would not make compromises 
The Allies tried to woo back America into the war. 


Aerial bombardment developing 
Development of war 

War it seemed would be won by the best technology 

More tanks, social impacts, industrialization of war (dumped food) 

■=> Black market 
■=> Profiteers 
■=> Injustice 

Russia - A hungry proletariat left the fields to look for work in the cities 
Through this, Russia developed a massive industrial achievement 



But: 

■=> Inflation 

■=> Transport systems broke down 

■=> Foodstocks accumulated in countryside while city people went hungry 
All this led to a general demoralization 
February 

Revolt, strikes and demoralization in St Petersburg 

Soviet Council of workers and social representatives was proclaimed 

U-boat offensive drew Americans back into war 

In Russia, the situation deteriorated 

Ad Floe Soviet 

Kosinski (or Korinski) - Charismatic idealist, determined to consolidate democracy. Under order no.l of 
the soviet, the ordinary soldier no longer needed to conform with orders that conflicted with his 
personal wishes. 

This led to breakdown of discipline and desertion 

Germany sent Lenin on a campaign of disruption to overthrow Kosinski. Fie was unmasked as a german 
agent and forced to go back. 

1918 November 9 th 

The Revolution Germans conspired to overthrow Russia threatened Germany herself - panic 

Socio-Democrat Friedrich Ehbert - Chancellor 

Only one aim - get troops home 

10 th - Germany accepts conditions of Allies 

11 th Nov-war ends 


1919 - Flunger and revolt still in Germany. The Allies kept the blocade. 



